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The Birth of KD Awareness Day
Jane C. Burns MD
Translation by Chisato Shimizu MD
KD Awareness Day was born out of the desire on the part of families whose children had been
affected by KD to raise awareness and tell others about what they and their children had gone
through. The parents needed an outlet to tell the world about this condition, and they wanted
a visual aid, because sometimes pictures speak louder than words. So, in 2010 a group of
dedicated parents associated with the KD Foundation in Boston began work on the KD Poster
and KD Awareness Day at the same time.
The parent group consulted me about the idea and suggested that that Jan 26th should be the
day because it was the date that Dr. Kawasaki saw his second patient and had his "aha"
moment. On December 12, 2010, now 20 years ago, I wrote the following email to Dr. Kawasaki:
“The KD Foundation in the U.S. has launched an effort to make Jan.26th , 2011, an
international KD Awareness Day in celebration of the 50th anniversary of your discovery. This
message 1s being spread all over the world in the hope that people will use this day to give talks
about KD and raise awareness. I hope that you are pleased. We will let you know as soon as we
hear if the U.S. Senate declares this an official observance. Even if they deny it, we are still
spreading this intention to celebrate this day around the world. I have contacts in so many
countries. It is such a pleasure to have so many KD friends throughout the planet!!”
On December 14th, Dr. Kawasaki responded with his characteristic humility and graciousness,
“Thank you for your e-mail dated December 12, 2010. Whether January 26 is adopted officially
or not, it is still a great honor for me to have you create this day. It is a humbling feeling that
you are doing all this in my name, but I must admit that I am indeed pleased.”
The parents worked hard to try to get January 26th declared as national KD Awareness Day.
Two KD parents who have been ardent supporters of KD research, Patty and Donald Dawn,
worked with aides in Senator Jim Webb’s office to draft a resolution to put before the U.S.
Congress. The world of politics is complicated and although a valiant effort was made with the
support of many parents, the resolution was never formally adopted. A group of us (see photo)
even travelled to Washington DC to present Dr. Kawasaki’s calligraphy to Senator Webb. The
resolution, however, was formally submitted as Senate Resolution 27 to the 112t Congress of
the United States designating January 26, 2011 as “National Kawasaki Disease Awareness
Day.” It was officially recorded in the U.S. Library of Congress.
Although the resolution never came to a vote in the Senate, the KD Foundation launched
January 26, 2011 as the first KD Awareness Day and it was formally recognized by the City
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Council of San Diego. More importantly, this day has served over the years to bring parents

from all over the world together to raise awareness and raise funds for KD research. It has

served as a wonderful opportunity for parents to share their stories and to honor Dr. Kawasaki
for his great contribution to pediatrics and to the children of the world.

(Professor and Director, Kawasaki Disease Research Center

Dept of Pediatrics, UCSD School of Medicine)

Pictured above from left to right: KD Parents Donald Dawn, Patty Dawn, Senator James Webb,
Jane C. Burns MD, KD Parent Comischell Rodriguez.
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